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 William died not long after their arrival. While waiting to return to America, Elizabeth
attended Mass with her late husband's Italian business partners. She was deeply

impressed by the Catholic belief in the Real Presence. She returned to New York shortly
afterward and in 1805, she converted to the Catholic faith at great personal cost, losing

friends and being completely ostracized from her society.  
 

Soon after, she started an academy for young ladies, and in 1810 she established the
Saint Joseph's Academy and Free School, a school dedicated to Catholic girls' education.

On July 31, Seton established a religious community in Emmitsburg dedicated to the care
of the children of the poor. This was the first congregation of religious sisters founded in

the United States, and its school was the first free Catholic school in America. This
modest beginning marked the start of the Catholic parochial school system in the United

States. The congregation was initially called the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph's. From
that point on, she became known as "Mother Seton." In 1811, the sisters adopted the

rules of the Daughters of Charity, co-founded in France by St. Vincent de Paul and 
St. Louise de Marillac. 

 
Elizabeth Ann Seton died on January 4, 1821, at the age of 46. Today, her remains are

interred in the National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Elizabeth wanted nothing more then to be a happy wife and a mother to her children, but

God had other challenges planned for her. She allowed the trials in her life to help her
grow in faith and virtue. With each trial that was presented to her, she found that God
revealed resources, strength, and courage that even she didn’t realize she possessed.

 
She was beatified on March 17, 1963, by Pope John XXIII and Canonized on September 14,

1975, by Pope Paul VI. 
 
 

was a Convert
Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first native born

American to be canonized by the Catholic
Church. Among the many beautiful shrines in

the United States, several are dedicated to this
American saint. 

 

She was born just two years before the
American Revolution, grew up as part of the

upper class of New York society, and was raised
in the Episcopal Church. In 1794 she married

William Seton, a wealthy businessman, and they
were deeply in love. William suffered from

tuberculosis so the family moved to the warmer
climate of Italy for his comfort.
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