
William Cody grew up in a religious family. His mother, who had a profound influence on him in his
youth and to whom he often referred in later life, was quite devout. As an adult he was surrounded by

people who had strong religious convictions. One of these was his sister Julia, who was active in
churches wherever she lived. Another was his devoted friend and publicist John Burke.

 
In 1883, Cody founded his own show, "Buffalo Bill's Wild West," which was a circus-like show that toured

for three decades in the United States and later in Europe. Besides Buffalo Bill himself, the Wild West
show starred sharpshooter Annie Oakley and, briefly, Sitting Bull.

 
Buffalo Bill had always had a soft spot in his heart for the poor and downtrodden. When his show

opened at Madison Square Garden he announced a special Day for Orphans, inviting charity
organizations from all over Manhattan to bring their children. Free admission was extended to over
5,000 children. Most appearances by Buffalo Bill’s Wild West in major American and European cities

included such free days as well as donations to charitable organizations.
 

On the darker side, Buffalo Bill was accused of being a womanizer and had several affairs. He also
acquired a reputation of being a prolific drinker, although most accounts suggest that he was in control

of the alcohol rather than it being in control of him. y the early 1900's, he was a man with many
problems: two failed marriages and three of his children had passed before him. He needed help.

 
Buffalo Bill’s spiritual awakening was a largely private experience, though he did reveal his faith to

those with whom he was closest. His niece, Josie, and friend and protege Johnny Baker received letters
attesting to the fact that he'd found God. 

 
On January 9, 1917, Buffalo Bill was baptized by Father Christopher Walsh at the Denver home of his

sister Mary Cody Decker. He told the priest that he had never belonged to any religion but that he had
always believed in God. He knew he had only a short time to live and he wished to die in the Catholic

faith. Father Walsh asked the appropriate questions, and then administered the sacrament. 
Twenty-four hours later, surrounded by friends and family, William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody entered 

his promised land.
 

William F. Cody was born in Scott County, Iowa, in
1846. At age 15, Cody joined the Pony Express for

the advertised position: "skinny, expert riders
willing to risk death daily." 

"Buffalo Bill" Cody
was a Convert

multiple sources


