
 
 
 
 

The Guzman Family (cont.) 
Once Chuchu and Magaly got started with their family, the  
kids kept coming.  María was born in 1969, Lenry in 1971,  
Alejandra in 1972, Anita in 1973, Raquel in 1975, and then a  
break of five years until the birth of Judith in 1980. “Why did  
they slow down and then stop with Judith?” I asked, thinking 
it might have been health concerns since Raquel was born  
more than two months premature. “No,” they said jokingly, “it was because our parents bought a TV.” 
 

Regardless of which parent each of the kids inherited their personality characteristics from, what they 
all received in common from both mom and dad was an intense love of God and love of family. When 
Chuchu and Magaly taught faith formation for the parents in their barrio, their kids went with them. 
When they attended Sunday Mass, the weekly charismatic prayer meeting, and gatherings of the 
Legion of Mary, they always brought the kids. When they went around the neighborhood on home 
visits each week as part of the parish’s evangelization outreach, the kids tagged along. 
 

 “Thanks to the values our parents taught us,” they said, “we continue in the faith.  Thanks to them 
and Malavé (Deacon José Malavé was instrumental in the life of the parish for many years) for  
                                            helping us through difficult times. They taught us how to survive while  
                                            always helping those less fortunate than ourselves.” As for that “teaching  
                                            us how to survive”, they are all hard workers.  “Dad always told us that  
                                            you don’t get a free ride in life, that whatever you receive should come by  
                                            the sweat of your brow.” Judith added, “We might not have had much, but  
                                            we always shared what little we had.” They still do. Stopping by briefly to 
                                            check on something is basically impossible.  A quick visit inevitably turns  
                                            into a lively conversation…frequently with everyone talking at the same  
                                            time…during which a plate of treats or even a meal usually emerges.  
 

The seeds of faith, love of God and love of family that Chuchu and Magaly planted in the hearts of 
their children definitely took root. All the girls participated in the Legion of Mary and parish youth 
groups.  From the time they were teenagers they all served as teachers in the faith formation 
program…a ministry in which three of them continue to this day. A fitting indication of the vivacity of 
the Guzman family is the drum set in the living room.  Judith is the leader of one of our parish’s music 
groups, and the members gather at the house for a lively session each week in preparation for the 
upcoming Sunday’s Mass.  
 

Chuchu passed from this world in 2010, Magaly in 2018. María and Miguel returned to the 
neighborhood about twenty years ago.  They now live three blocks away from the home place.  At five 
blocks distant, Lenry and his family are the farthest away. The other four girls, Alejandra, Anita, 
Raquel and Judith…now women in their 40s and 50s…still live together in the same house where 
they grew up. Adding Anita´s husband Alexander and their two daughters plus Judith’s two children to 
the mix, plus a few cats to hold the mice at bay, it definitely continues to be the lively bochinchero 
household Chuchu would want it to be…the home where the values he and Magaly engrained so well 
in their children are being handed on now to the next generation. “Even in these difficult times,” 
Raquel noted, ”we won’t and can’t put those values aside.” 
 

Points to ponder 
What words would you use to describe your parents and family? How would you like people to describe you? 
 

These “Did you know?” papers are designed to give you a better understanding of life in Venezuela and to strengthen connections 
between the parishes of the Archdiocese and their archdiocesan mission during our 50

th
 anniversary year.  Please direct any comments 

or suggestions for future papers to Fr. Denny Dempsey at ddempsey@churchofstdominic.org or 651-368-7324. 
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