
BUDGET NEWS FROM FR. DAVE DATED 12.12. 2021 

 

Last week in my article on the decline in Mass attendance, I mentioned that I wanted to 

communicate to you its impact on our budget. For the past 7 years, we have been able to 

survive with both success and struggles along the way. A great success story is that we are 

debt-free! We have also built up a substantial reserve fund for our capital improvement projects. 

Our main struggle is the lack of cash for the daily operation of our parish and school. We are at 

a point where we cannot deny the reality. We are not the same parish and school that we were 

back in 2015 or even before that. We live in a different time.  

 

With the loss of 600 families over the last 7 years, there is no doubt that our parish and school 

have been impacted financially. The good news is that even with decline in Mass attendance, 

giving has remained stable, but the bad news is that expenses keep increasing. While giving in 

2021 is only up .01% compared to 2015, heating and air conditioning expenses are up 27% 

(see below). This expense is just one example. We have a large campus which requires a lot of 

maintenance and upkeep. All our employees deserve wages and benefits that are just. The 

issues we are having are no different than those of many families today. Simply put, our income 

is not meeting our expenses.  

 

Giving via   Heat/AC 

Envelope/Online/Plate Expenses 

2015 - $1,605,340  $86,600  

2016 - $1,556,066  $80,344  

2017 - $1,664,764  $85,290  

2018 - $1,710,221  $99,389  

2019 - $1,665,581  $93,499  

2020 - $1,637,779  $106,788  

2021 - $1,619,208  $110,364 

 

What is my hope for our parish and school? My hope is that we become joyful disciples who are 

good stewards of our time, talent and treasure. The struggle with our budget is not a financial 

one but a spiritual one. It is a struggle to find volunteers who will use their talents for our 

ministries. With everyone so busy, time is a gift that many people do not have. Do I trust that 

God will guide us through this? Absolutely! But God will ask us to do our part.  

 

We have begun our part by embarking on our new mission to form joyful disciples who make 

Jesus Christ known and loved. This endeavor is going to take 5 to 10 years to transform our 

parish. In the meantime, we still have to pay our bills. I don’t want to react by just slashing the 

budget, because our parish and school have an important mission. Yet, if we keep the status 

quo, we will need to make some tough decisions in the future.  

 

Please read next week's bulletin for some possible scenarios for our parish and school as we 

move forward.  

Fr. Dave 


