
Dear SEAS families,                                                                                              

 

There is no doubt that this coming year for Faith Formation will be unlike any other due to 

COVID-19. Yet, we are going to make the best of it. For the past number of years, you have 

probably noticed that we have been transitioning to a model where we want the majority of faith 

formation to be lived out in your home. Last year, we spent a good portion of our time together 

discussing prayer and scripture hoping that you would be making that a part of your family life. 

As I have been discerning this upcoming year, I got the sense that God was asking us to take that 

final leap of faith.  

 

While this may seem radical, I think it makes sense for us. When I speak with parents who have 

grown children, the one regret that I hear often is that they wish they could have done more to 

evangelize their children. They are saddened because some of their children no longer practice 

the faith. This is why we are making this change. We want you to be able to pass on the faith to 

your children so that they can experience the love of God and the beauty of our Catholic faith.  

 

Going forward, the majority of the formation will take place in your home. This especially 

impacts those who will begin their formation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the 

Eucharist. For those parents, it may sound intimidating but we will give you all the tools that you 

need. One of the great perks about this approach is the flexibility it offers you. There will be no 

timeline for your children to receive the Sacraments. When you believe they are ready and after 

we assess that your child is ready, they will be able to receive the Sacrament. If your child is 

ready in November or next July, that is when they will receive the sacrament. If you feel that you 

would like to take more time, we trust you as a parent to make that decision. The best part about 

this is that you are living out your role as the primary educator in the faith for your children.  

 

We will also be offering a Holy Hour for Families on Wednesday nights. This time of prayer will 

be from 6:30pm - 7:30pm. You are not required to attend but we hope that you will see it as an 

opportunity to come and pray before Jesus Himself. You can come for the whole hour or for just 

a few minutes. During the hour, we will have different forms of prayer. For example, we may 

pray the rosary at 7:00pm. If you want, you can bring your family at that time and pray the 

rosary with us.  

 

In addition, we will be providing other formation opportunities for both you as parents and for 

your family. Ideally, it would be great if we could all gather together as a community for some of 

these formation opportunities. But because of COVID-19, we are not able to do that safely right 

now.  

 

Faith is not something that simply can be taught in a classroom. It is a way of life. Faith is mostly 

taught and comes alive in the home when you pray and read scripture and go to Mass as a family 

and practice forgiveness and kindness. This is where you will be preparing your children to 

become saints. Our faith is about a person named Jesus Christ. We want Jesus to be the center of 

your family.  

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Dave 


