
An article from Fr. Matt Shireman 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” said Martin Luther King Jr.  

I think we can all agree that the brutal murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis 

was horrific; words fail to describe the grave injustice. His God-given human              

dignity was obliterated.  Anger is a proper response to such an injustice (although we 

have to hold anger in-check and not let it pass into hatred or wrath.) Floyd’s murder has also re-surfaced 

past racial tensions and long-standing racial disparities in the Twin Cities.  Here is one sobering stat: about 

76 percent of Twin Cities homes headed by a white person are owned, compared with 24 percent of 

homes headed by a black person. 

The rioting in Minneapolis and St. Paul has also brought about more injustices. Hundreds of businesses—

many of which were small, family-owned shops—were looted and damaged in the days that have                      

followed Floyd’s murder. We were directly impacted here in Hastings by having a curfew on three                         

consecutive nights. 

As believers, we know that God doesn’t will evil. But he gave humans the gift of free will.  Unfortunately, 

free will has been used for evil and sin since Adam & Eve and the murder of Abel by his brother Cain. God 

permits evil because He can always bring about a greater good from it. Unfortunately, an earthly life that 

has been tragically cut short through violence cannot be fully restored. 

During these times of racial tension in our country, what are we to do as Christians? Certainly we need to 

pray…to pray that “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7) will fill the hearts 

of all peoples. As made evident by things such as the end of Communism in Europe, prayer changes history 

because it changes peoples’ hearts. Our Blessed Mother, who is the Queen of Peace, can also help us 

greatly during these tense times. 

One of Jesus’ beatitudes is associated with peace: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 

children of God” (Matthew 5:9.) To be peacemakers, we also need to work for justice. We look for ways to 

safeguard the human dignity of every person…from the womb to the tomb. Catholic Social Teaching has 

much to contribute to the public discourse.   


