
At the end of June, I will have completed my six-year term here at SEAS. Back in November, the                       

Archdiocese asked me to give them input on the state of the parish and school to help them in their                

discernment for my next assignment. They also sent a team to check with parish leadership to get their 

perspective. This process really gave me the freedom to trust the Archbishop and the guidance of the  

Holy Spirit. I promised obedience to the Archbishop when I was ordained, and last week I received a letter 

from Archbishop Hebda stating that he has extended my term here at SEAS for another six years. 

To be honest, I thought I would be extended so I felt great peace when I received the letter. I believe it               

is good for a parish to have stability in terms of their leadership. If the pastor is being changed every                  

six years, it is difficult to continue the momentum and to build upon what is happening in the parish. I have 

met so many people in the parish and school who love the Lord and really want to do something                 

amazing here. I want to be a part of that and I know there is still much to do. I am glad that I get a 

chance to continue to be a part of helping everyone grow in being a disciple and inviting others to be               

a part of this. 

Right now, my focus along with the staff and leadership of the parish is to help us transition out of this               

shutdown. It is a challenge and one that will be with us for a while. It doesn’t mean that 

we forget about our mission of forming disciples. That will never change. We will just 

need to be more creative in how this happens. 

I would ask for your continued prayers as I begin my next term here at SEAS. In the 

Archbishop’s letter to me, he stated, “I am asking you to commit yourself once again 

to the responsibilities of teaching, sanctifying and governing that are set forth for a 

pastor in canons 519-537 of the Code of Canon Law. Care for the souls in your parish 

with the love of a father and shepherd.” Please know that I will try my best to do that.  

Fr. Dave Hennen 

 


