
 

“You are a priest forever…” even if the tasks of ministry change.  

We are made for in-person community, so like all of you, I look forward to a time when we can gather together 

(albeit a little differently) at SEAS. During the shelter-in-place, I have learned to spiritually stay united with you (and 

all of God’s people) during my daily saying of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours. 

You may be interested to hear what my daily schedule looks like during this pandemic. I wake-up by 7 a.m., Holy 

Hour with Morning Prayer at 7:30, breakfast, check e-mail and work on projects (e.g. Bible Study or Bulletin article), 

rosary walk, Mass with Fr. Dave at 11, lunch, run while praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet, Confessions at 4:30 p.m., 

dinner, watch some TV or a movie (lately I’ve been going through classic Disney movies on Disney Plus), Night 

Prayer at 9:15, read and play games, and in-bed at 10:30. I also have some sort of conference call most days - 

whether it be with staff, my married couples group called Teams of Our Lady, TLC Hastings, or my priest support 

group. Until we put a volunteer team together, I lend a hand in counting the weekly collections. 

Compare and contrast that schedule with what it was like prior to the pandemic. I woke-up at 6 a.m., breakfast, 

Holy Hour with Morning Prayer at 7, Confessions at 7:30, Mass at 8, check e-mail and work on projects (e.g. my next 

Sunday homily), stop by the School for either visits or recess, lunch, back to the office, get outside for a rosary walk 

(or a run a few times a week), dinner, meetings at church, Night Prayer at 9:15 p.m., read, and in-bed at 10:30. 

Father Dave and I are both diocesan priests, which means barring some special assignment, we will be ministering 

in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis (an area that roughly extends an hour from the Twin Cities) for the 

remainder of our lives. Although most diocesan priests serve in parishes, there are other assignments like high 

school chaplains, hospital chaplains, seminary professors or spiritual directors, and workers at the Archdiocesan 

Catholic Center (formerly called the Chancery). All of their work is changed and (for the most part) lessened               

during this time. 

Although the Archdiocese is working towards a phased re-opening of parishes, the reality is that there will be              

people who contract the Coronavirus in the months ahead. As Catholics, we believe in the power of the                       

Sacraments, including the Anointing of the Sick, which can only be performed by a priest or bishop. As you               

know, hospitals and care facilities have greatly limited visitors, including family members and priests, during this 

pandemic. The Archdiocese, wanting to provide for the spiritual needs of patients with Coronavirus, has trained  

10 to 15 young priests without any underlying health issues (with the help of medical professionals) to be available 

to anoint such patients (you can read the article at seasparish.org/fr-matt.) The Archdiocese here is following               

the models of other dioceses, such as the Archdiocese of Chicago, who have been doing these 

anointings for some time now. For now, the focus will be on people who are actively 

dying from the Coronavirus, although the ministry will probably extend to those who 

have milder (or presumptive) cases of the disease.  

As with any request for anointing, contact the parish first. Parishes will then                   

contact the Coronavirus hotline if an anointing from this special Coronavirus 

anointing team is warranted. 

Please pray for all those on the frontlines of the pandemic, including priest chaplains! 

 

Fr. Matt 


